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¥S0%6 in the World, to be attended with 
| Mifreprefentations : : The malicious Genius, of 
fome People naturally leads them to Cenfure 
and Detraction, efpecially where they have 
-fuch an agreeable Opportunity of exerting their 
beloved Talents, as 1s afforded to them by a- 
ny Propofal, however juft in it felf, that has 
not been approved of by the Praétice of for-~ 
mer Times, in the very Place where they hap- 
pen to live, nor fupported by the Authority 
of a Multitude there. Others imagine, that 
\ they havean Intereft to oppofe any new Scheme, 
_and therefore are very Sanguine againftit,. al~ 
~ tho’ they are often found to be miferably mif- 
taken in their Opinion, even as to their own 
- particular Concerns. A third Sort, which make 
Pe indeed PY far He moft numerous Clafs of — 
A 2 | Detra~ 
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6 We 1S the unavoidable Fate of every 
Thing that makes its Appearance new 


ree Py. 


Detradors, are thofe who go blindly i in to what 
they hear others fay, without giving themfelves 
the leaf Trouble ‘fo examine the Cafes they 
are pleafed” ‘witb the Slafder, and catch’ the 
Laugh, for what Reafon they cannot tell, and 
think-of theMatter they don’t know how, but 
- juft as they are put upon, and directed by the 
‘Hints fuggefted to them by ill natured or de- 
figning Perfons, ‘Every new Projc& then ‘putt 
appear with great Difadvantages; efpecially in 
a narrow Place, and where the judgments of 
Men’are tooapt to be guided by the Opini- 
ons or Examples of others, and where Reafon 
is feldom allowed to lead'any Man out of the 
common Road, how far foever that may hap- 
pen to be wrong init felf.” An‘ ‘Innovation 1 in 
any of thé liberal Arts or Sciences, or in the 
Method of exercifing them, and rendering 
them ufeful to Mankind, fince 1t cannot ex- 
pect to be the Darling ofany one Party of Men 
more than of another, and confequently, can 
Jook for no Patrons out of any Party-Views, 
which are thé Maiter-Springs' of all our Actions 
at prefent in this unhappy Country 3 foit muft 
neceflarily meet ‘with extraordinary Difcou- 
_tagement. Yet certain it ts, that there are fo 
many Errors committed in the Exércife of the 
Jearned Profeffions, ‘that the World reaps but 
aimall Part of the Advantages that naturally | 
pught to" arife from them, ’ c: ‘his then, i if it be 
f true, 


bee 
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 strue, (as unqueftionably it is ) muft needs 
give fome Satisfaction to the Mind of any 
Serfon, who, in his own Faculty, would endea- 
your to remove thofe Obftacles which ftand in 
the Way of his Profeffion, and in a great Méa- 
_fure prevent the ufefulnefs of it ; not withftand- 
ing of the forbidding Circumftances which the 
Novelty of the Thing may bring along with it: 
_ And if the Project laid down by fuch a Perfon, 
is of it felf reafonable, itis the Propofer’s Du- 
ty to let the World know that it is fo. And 
ifthe be able to fatisfie the judicious Part of 


Mankind, who don’t judge ‘of Matters before 


they confider them ; and the Candid, who judge 
with impartiality, he may fafely treat the O- 
pinion of all others with the utmoft Con- 
tempt. | 

Tue Knowledge of Medicine, which we at 
prefent only. confider, is undoubtedly one of | 
the moft valuable Bleffings ever Heaven be= 
ftowed upon this lower World: But as it is 


_ jple find to haye the Adyice of thofe who are 
‘. pr eee re ae Gee aa 


oe Nae 
to be prefamed the beft qualified, on Account, 
_ that their Fees are too confiderable for the Sick 
‘Perton’s Pocket. Now the Rich smongft us, - 
bear but a finail Proportion to the poorer Sort, 
If many then. muft be without the Benefit of 
Medicine regularly apply’d, whilft a few only 
can purchafe it, certainly the Service it does. 
.to the Community is but inconfiderable. : 
. Tue natural Way to put the Pradtice of 
this Art into the moft proper Hands, and. fo 
to exclude the more ignorant from it, ( which 
was the Royal Defign of the Sovereign, in ere= 
ding a College of Phyficians in this Place, al- 
tho’ that Defign has. not. hitherto fucceeded Ee 
would certainly be, for the Phyficians to make 
fuch a Regulation with Refpect to their Fees, 
that every Perfon, when indifpofed, might be — 
able to call them: If, they would, for Example, 
“accept of fuch a {mall Thing, at a Time, -as 


Half a Crown, and be paid for each Vifitat the 


fame Rate. : And left it fhould be alledged, » 
that this were either proftituting the Art, or — 
- facrificing: their own Intereft to the Good 
of the Publick (a Thing which, altho’ noble, 
is not always convenient) let them confider the 
following, Particulars, and it is highly proba- 
ble they will.change their Opinion; and per- 
haps be convinced, that they have no Manner — 
of rite to oppotef a a ee ¥ ‘ | 
ee 


Me cbs 
_ [v¥ oan be prov’d in the firft Place, that 4 
{mall Fee, at a Time, to a Phyfician for his Ad~ 
vice, fatisfies the moft Learned and Knowing 
Practitioners of moft Part of Europe. 3 

2d0, THAT, were it the general Pra@ice 
here to take fuch Fees, Phyficians would be ~ 
more univerfally imploy’d than they are, ac . 
quire more Honour, and do infinitely more | 
Service to the Lieges. 

3tio, Tuar the wellimployed of the Fa- 
culty could lofe nothing by this Method, but 
rather gain ;.and that the lefs imployed would 
gain vaftly, by fome Part of the Bufinefs necef- 
farily falling into their Hands. 3 

4to, Tuat the Chirurgeon Apothecaries, 

whom: it would feem moftly to affeé&, could 
lofe-nothing, but would gain upon feyeral | 
Accounts. _ 

sto, T Hat from the foregoing Confidera-. 
tions, it would be highly beneficial to the 
Country, that this Method were introduced, 
and that it would do Prejudice to no one Per- 
fon. | 


A-s tothe firft Particular; Thofe-:who know 
how Phyficians are paid in Holland, where it 
is confeft by every Body,-there are, Men. of 
as great Learning. in that Profeflion as, any. 
where elfe at. prefent;, how. they are paid, all 
over Germany, Flanders, Frauce it telf, and, 
8 vee every 


a ( é ys 
every where but in Great Britain, won't dif. 
pute, That the beit Phyficians are contented. 
with fmall Fees, and confequently mutt think — 
it no Difgrace for any one of the Faculty. to. 

be fatisfy’d with the fame. 


‘THe fecond Particular is as little doubeaite 
For if one.could have the beft Advice about - 
their Health for a fmall Acknowledgment,’ 
no doubt they would call for that Advice, 
rather than for any other; and the leaft Dif 
order would willingly make them part with 
Half a Crown, when perhaps, to fave a Gui- 
nea, the Diftemper | is allowed to go on, with=. 
out calling any Affiftance, or at leaft, not 
that of One whofe Bufinefs it is to underftand: 
Diftempers : Befides, many a one is able to’ 
pay a fmall Fee, who has not the Ability to. 
pay a great one, and therefore muft take up 
with what Advice he can beft purchafe.. Thefe’ 
Confiderations make it appear, ‘That 4 more’ 
univerfal Practice muft neceflarily attend the 
lowering of the Fees. we 

Burt next, Phyfictans would acquire n more 
Honour, and do more Good; becaufe by 
this Means they-. would have it in their’ 
Power, to: obferve. Difeafes from their firft 
- Appearances, and by putting the Patient, 
_ from the Beginning, under a right Manage~ 

: ae: would,. very. often,. secuaee make — 

‘a, 
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e Cures ‘When at_prefent we know, they 
Bie feldom called ( except perhaps by the 
richer Sort, and that not always) ’till there is 
.imminent Danger apprehended : And then the 
Doétor’s Bufinefs commonly is, to skreen eve- 
‘ry Body elfe from any Refleétions about the 
fick Perfon’s Death, and be a Witnefs of his 
Exit 3. when he himfelf knows very well, if 
he be a Perfon of Ingenuity and Learning, 
That he now can neither underftand nor cure 
the Diftemper, fince the Courfe of it is alrea- 
dy perverted by a bad Management, or at 
deait not rectify’d - in Time by a good one 
It is a certain Fact, That Phyficians, being 


commonly called in the End of a Difeafe, or: 


after it has made a confiderable Progrefs, fel- 
dom fee any one, as God and Nature fent it 
but as it is difguifed and changed by Appli- 
cations made in the Beginning: And for this 
Reafon they are able to do their Patients little 
or no Seryice,. which has render’d the Art 


contemptible to fome, and fufpected to be of 


no great Ufe, even by the moft knowing. It 
would then appear to be the Bufinefs of eve- 
ry true Phyfician) to endeavour to retrieve 


the Honour of his own Art, by doirig what 


he can, to bring the Praétice into the Hands 

of the real Profeflors of it; which can never 

be done ’till the Fees are made low. And is 

he not the utmoft Barbarity, to 7, an Advice 
B 
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“to 5 All MOR ae aoe Ability to pay Gold, and 
“too much Modetty: to ask it for nothing : ? 


i “Wi AT was in the third Place afferted, That 
Boe well employed of the Faculty could lofe 
“nothing, appeats by confidering, that did they 
~keep a Lift of every Vilit, and were paid at 
“a certain Rate for it, it would often co me to 
“more Account than their Payments do at pre- 
fent. Péople would know exa@ly what they. 
.expected for their Trouble, and defire their 
~ Attendance accordingly. ‘The Richer, who at 
_prefent give Goid, for their own greater Satif- 
‘faction, “vould call them every Day, or oft- 
“ner, during the Courfe of a Dittemper. Others 
would call them now and then, and fo have | 
‘the Benet of good’ Directions, who at pre- 
fent languifh without them. And from this 
Jaft. Confideration it plainly appears, That. 
there would be an Addition to the Gain, even 
-of fuch as have their Reputation the beft 
eftablifhed : And as to the lefs employed, and “ 
younger Part of the Faculty, they muift ne- 
-ceffarily be often in Bufinefs, whereas at pre- 
fent they are idle, if Poor as well as Rich 
conftantly fhould call Phyficians; becaufe in 
that Cafe, a few Perfons could not be fuffici- 
ent to attend the whole who were willing, to 


Amphey them, a 
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Ir may here be objeGted, That this is but a 
pretended lowering of the Fees, and that Half 
a Crown a Vifit lands inthe fame Thing\as.a 
Guinea now and then. But by what is faid a-. 
bove it appears, that tho’ in fome, Cafes,’ 
with Refped to the richer Sort, the Thing. be 
really true, yet with Refpect to the Generali-. 
ty it is not fo, fince very often one Vilit or 
two may be fuffictent to give the Patient, or 
perhaps his Apothecary, fuch Directions as be-. 
ing weil obferved, will be of great Ufe to 
him: And even the Rich will have this Advan- 
tage by it, that they/will fooner incline to. 
call a Phylfician to a flight Ullnefs, than they. 
do at prefent; and by fo doing, often prevent 
the enfuing of a very fevere One: For the firft 
Attacks of a Difeate are.many Times deceit- 
ful. Befides, this will be an Inducement to . 
them to. call feverals at a Time, where now 
‘One ferves ; and fo they fhall have the joynt 
Adyice of many at a very eafy Purchafe. 


~ Waar was propoféd in the fourth Place, 
iz. That the Chyrurgeon- Apahecaries would 
lofe nothing, feems liable to more Objections, 
becaufe the Scheme it felf appears contriv’d 
with a Defign to take the whole Praétice of Me- 
dicine out of their Hands; whereas at prefent 
it ts notourly known, that they are the Per- 
fons who practife the moft of it inthis Place ; 

ee = af sol oa tae and 
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and thetefore, that if this Proje& fhould go on, — 
it would in a Manner ruine their Bufinefs. But 
the thinking Part of the Gentlemen of that 
Incorporation (it might’almoft be afferted, the 
whole of them ) are well fatisfied, that a quite » 
contrary Effect would enfue. Forin the firft 
Place, the Affair of Surgery might be put un- 
der Regulations, as well as that of Medicine, 
with Refpect to the Fees ; and then, when e- 
ver an external Malady required Advice, or . 
Attendance and Applications, either by the 
Surgeon or his Servants, a ftated Rule for his — 
Payment would be found very convenient, both 
for the Surgeon and the Patient: Which may 
eafily be deduced from what was faid above 
with Regard to Medicine, and what is clearly 
demonftrated by the conftant Cuftemin foreign 
Parts. | 3 | 
W iru Refpe& to Pharmacy, the Surgeon- 
Apothecaries, who at prefent, by the Laws of 
this Place, have the fole Privilege of exerci- — 
fing that Art, feldom make any Profit but by 
the felling of their Medicines to their Patients ; 
and if eyer they are paid for Attendance, it 
is commonly by the more generous Sort, who 
even at prefent never fail to call a Phyfician, as - 
well as the Surgeon, to any internal Cafe. As 
to thefe then, the new Propofal makes no Odds ; 
neither does it as to-the others, fince, whether 
they haye a Phyfician or not, the Account of 
none on Medicines 


Medicines muf always be paid. Thus far as 
te the Negative Pofition, That thoie Gentle- 
men could not lofe: Let us next obterve their 
. Advantages. The moft of them are of fuch 
Candor, that they are often grieved when 
dealing with the poorer Sort, that the extra- | 
-vagant Fees of Phyticians, entirely debar them 
from joyning other Advice to their own; and 
*tis with Difficulty, that thofe of middle Cir. 
* cymftances are perfwaded to confent to it, e- 
ven where there is Danger. No doubt then, 
but fince our Scheme opens a Door of having 
eafily the Concurrence of a Phyfician to what- 
ever is done, the Surgeons mutt have great Sa-_ 
tisfaction in it; for two Advices muft be as 
good as a fingle one at leaft, and the Character 
of Docror will add fome Honour to the Con- 
fultation, and fo be more agreeable to the Pa- 
tient. ‘ Befides, the Perfon who furnifhes the 
Medicines, feldom has.the fame Freedom of 
Mind to prefcribe as another, left he be fuf- 
pected to have a View to his own Intereft, 
and therefore he always wifhes to have ano- 
ther to do it for him. ! | | 
Tuar the Character of Docror adds little 
or nothing to the Matter, may be alledged, for 
this Reafon, That the Surgeon-Apothecaries 
in this Place, are moftly Gentlemen, confes 
quently haye the fame Educatioh with our 
‘Phyficians, as to all the Parts of Learning 


Come Dy 
that are commonly taught in our younger — 
Years; That afterwards, during their Apprens 
ticefhips, they have much Opportunity of ~ 
fecing fick People, and fo, by Degrees, learn . 
ing how to Practife, by obferving what is. 
done by others; That fome of them, after 
thefe Advantages, have been bred in the moft _ 
famous medical Schools; Others again have, — 
for a long Trac of Time, had a moft nume- 
rous Practice in the Army or Navy, and by 
_ this Means, muft neceffarily have their Know- 
ledge enriched with many valuable Obferva-. | 
tions of their own, which: never, fail to im-. | 
prove one better than what is learned by Hear~ 
fay ; That in this Place they are not admite 
ted to Practife, but after having gone through. | 
a very ftrict and fevere Hxamination, upon all 
Parts of Anatomy, Surgery, and Pharmacy, ~ 
(which include a vaft Part of Medicine) and. 

_ which they are obliged to undergo, in about 

feven different Diets, by their, prefent Rules. 
This feems, as indeed it 1s, to be as Auguft 
a.medical ‘Trial as any in the. World, altho’ 
confin’d to fome particular Parts of the Sci- 
ehce; and they are not admitted to this Tri 
al, "till after Fight Years from the Beginning 
of their Apprenticefhip; in which Time it is 
to be prefumed, that they are pretty well qua- 
lify’d, when we know that there are fome 


Graduations, after a very few Months ut) 
| an 


gO ae 
: and perhaps without any at all. ’Tis true, 
- there are fome particular Perfons, who have 
a Right to be admitted to Trial with the Sur- 
“geons fooner than at the End of Eight Years: 
But as that refpects not the Generality, it is 
not worth noticing ; and the Abridgments 
that-are made of this Time are commonly: 
very {mall. By all this then it would appear, 
- That the Surgeon feems to bid fairer for be- 
ing 4 good Pradtitioner than the Doétor, and 
wants only the Dip/oma. 
_ Wiuru the greateft Regard imaginable to 
“the Gentlemen of the honourable Profeffion 
of Surgery, the moft ancient, and ftill the 
moft certain Part of Medicine, it muft be 
acknowledged, That the Facts above reci- 
ted are true; but yet it muft be allowed, 
‘That the learned Faculty of Medicine will 
‘fill keep its Dignity, if the Cafe be fairly 
confider’d. 

A Phyfician, ie juftly merits tia poffef- 
fes the Rank ard Title of Doc Tor, is not one 
who comes inftructed with a few Scrapes of 
Knowledge, taken from his own Obfervation ; 
but brings with him, before he offers to Pra- 
@ife, the learned and laborioufly acquir’d 
‘Treafures of vait Numbers of Ages. The | 
Life of one = is extremely fhort, and is 
therefore, without great Affiftance, uncapa- — 
‘ble of pings any confiderable Improve- 


ments, 


I = . 


‘Times has furntfh’d. to us, 
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mentsin fo'nolile, and in fonte Cafes i intricate, 
a Science as that of Medicine. There is then 


no poflible Means of attaining to any Degree 


of Perfection in it, but by reviewing the Mo- - 


numents of Antiquity, which, by.a particular 


Providence of Heayen, have been preferved 


tous. There we are inftructed by Muilti- 


tudes of Obfervations exactly taken, through 


a great Tra& of Years, in all the Changes 


that appear, as the Humane Body. from 


Health degenerates into a State of Sicknefs 5 


as it again, by the Means of Nature, returns 


~to Its “former healthful Condition; or per= 


haps »continues infected by fome Remains of. 
the Difeafe ; or, being overcome with, the 
Load of the Diftemper, perifhes. We afe 


well advertis’d of all the fenfible Caufes, that 


have been obferv’d to precede and produce 
thoie Diftempers, and of all the Methods 
that the Wit of Man has been able to difco- 


ver, for affifting Nature to overcome them ; | 


and how thofe Methods have fucceeded now 
for many:’Thoufands of Years. It is no fmall 
‘Task toibecome well acquainted with the’ 
Obfervations and Doétrine of the Iluftrions: 
‘Ancients; and no {mall Pleafure, to find 
them daily verify’d in our own: Practice. . If 
we add to thofe, what the. ey of later 
h refpe& to 

feme new Difeafes, we may be, allowed ta, ube ; 
| | well 


‘ell qualify’d in our had : But yet moré 
{o,/if we call the Affiftance of Philofophy to» 


ovr Aid,’under due Reftrictions, that is, nes . 


ver. faffering our , Reafonings to lead us ae 
way from what’is undoubtedly true, in Fact: 
If after'an exa& Scrutiny into all the Parts of 
the Animal Machine, we be able to demon: 
{trate the Ufes of all that various Structure, | 
atid’ nice Complication of Organs in every” 
different Part of it, and to explain, the Springss 
of “all their Actions; we cannot be at a Lofs, : 

_ when its Fun@ions are put ot of Order by» 
Sicknefs, to underftand where the Fault lies.» 
Dr then we go further, and examin the Pro-' 
petti¢s of all the Material ‘World, to difcover 


what Parts of it maybe of Service in sour: 


Att; Lf we farvey the beauteous vegetable» 
' Creation; and draw ‘what Aid» we) can from: 
the healthful Qualities of Plants ;. If we dive. 


into the Recefles‘of the Earth,: and extort’ 


Affiftance from the Mineral Kingdon; Then 
explore the Seas, Earth; and Air, for all the: 
Various Animals that have any Parts that can. 
be ufeful to preferve or repair the Body: of 
Man : If all thofe different Objects are care-' 
| fully confidered, and their Properties enquired: 


into, and all done: with due Regard to the 


funding: practical Obfervatictis above inentio~» 


tied, undoubtedly we maft draw fuch Helps: a | 
“ from Philofophy, as Me much, mouft Improve 
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our Art; And we will think it but a finall 
Exagegeration in the Founder. of it, who was » 
a.Heathen, when he affirms, Lhat a Phyfi-. 
cian who is a. Philofopher is equal to a God. 
’ With fuch a; Phyfician; if any fuch there be, 
no Surgeon or Apothecary but will think it. 
his Happinefs to be engaged about a Patient +. 
_ For tho’ he himfelf,, as above, may have-feen. 
agreat deal of Practice, and underftand feve-_ 
ral Branches of the Art; yet the many Inter~ 
ruptions to Study that commonly an Appren- 
ticefhip brings along with it, and. the over 
foon going to Practife at. one’s own Hand, 
will certainly. make him unacquainted with, — 
many Things: which a learned Phyfician 
knows, and has gathered from the, Writings. 
of Antiquity,, whence the moft of his Know-=) 
ledge comes.. For really the Practice of. any; 
true. Phyfician, does not fo much, furnish him, 
with new Obfervations, as it gives hima Fa-, 
cility in repeating the old Ones, and applying. 
them to particular Cafes :, So that Study and: 
Practice both .concur.to make a complete Are 
tift.. But it is cafy.to obferve, that much Stu= 
dy, with a moderate Share of Pratice, makes 
afar greater Phyfician, than little or no Stu- 
dy, tho’ with vaft Praétice: For, as above, he: 
relies not on his own Obfervation, but on that; 
- of a great many Ages. To return to. our. 
Point, the Charadter of Dotfor, muft add es 
Mut : agua 8 
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‘a Satisfaction both of the Patient and Apo- 
“thecary in every Cafe, if he'be what he ought 
‘to be, and can recommend himfelf by his Dex- 
‘terity, both in foretelling what is to happen i in 
Difeafes, and by curing them’ if they ‘are not 
‘defperate ; which will diftinguifh him from 
all Impoftures, better than his Degree in the 
Univerlity, the Honour of which is often 
“bafely proftituted. The Wifdom of Great 
Britain has erected Colleges in the different 
Metropolis’ s of the Three Kingdoms, to be a 
Check upon all Foreign Degrees. And it were 
to be wifhed, that our own Univerfities would 
take Care to admit none, but who are well qua- 
ified, which would make every Doétor an 
| Honour to the Faculty, And if at the fame 
Time the Fees were fuch as is propofed i in this 
‘Paper, the Praétice would foon entirely come 
_into their Hands, to the great Benefit of all,and 
the Lofs of no Body, not even of the Surgeons, 
ashas been proved. Now it may be further ad- 
“ded, asa Reafon why a Phyfician ought always 
‘to be confulted about any fick Perfon,that as we 
‘are not here in a Place where, by the eftablifhed 
Laws, ‘any Perfon indifferently ig allowed to 
exercife-what Branches of the medical Art he 
Shall think fit; fo it is aSort of Ufurpation of 
‘other’ People’s Rights, and a’ flying in ‘the 
‘Face of Authority, for any one, not legally 


intitled, to eras nen And ‘grant that 
| Cz fom 
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_fome who are not graduated, may have more 
. Knowledge than others who are; yet as tae 
Publick knows no other ‘Teft of one’s Qualt- 
fications, but the having a regular Degtee, 
which in this City muft be examined and ac- 
knowledged by the Royal College; and as =f 


taking away the Neceflity of fuch a Teftimo- 


» ny, would have very bad Confequences, by be- 


ing an Inlet to the very yileft and moft igno- — 


rant of the People to pradtife without. being 


~ 


queftioned ; fo ’tis hoped that no Perfon, how-_. 
ever well accomplifhed, if he be not a Dottor, - 


will takeit amifsto be told, that the juft Right 
to give Medicines belongs to others. ~Let 
him, if he pleafes, take his Degrees and fatii- 
fy the College, or elfe keep within his own 


Sphere, as the Phyficians ought to do with: 


in theirs, neither performing Chirurgical - 


Operations, nor furnifhing Medicines to any 


one, unlefs they have the Privilege of fo do- 


ing from the Board of Surgeon-Apatheca- 


ties, Neither: need they. pretend any Ad- 
vantage in their doing the laft, on Account 


that they are fureft of their own Medicines, 
fince the: Faithfulnefs of the Chirurgeon- 


Apothecaries of this City, in that Particu-— 


dar, is well known.. The Profeffions of, Me- — 


flicine and Surgery are much a Kin, to the 
-pne belongs the Cure of Internal, to, the other 


the Cure of External Maladies; The Profelfore 
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‘x them are then in that Refpect Brethren, and. 
“Ga an equal Lay. If any Man. will exercife 
both, let him.take the neceflary Powers from 
both. Societics,. There is no Inconfiftency, no 
~ Difhonour in it, that they know who ‘have 
ftudied the Hiftory of thofe Profeffions, ( what- 
ever the more Ignorant may object) for the 
greateft. Mafters were fuch as exercifed both. 
But let no Apothecary pretend to prefcribe; 
is Bufinefsis only to obey Prefcriptions : Let 
“no Surgeon do the fame, if itis not in External 
Cafes, which natuarally come within his Pro- 
yince..Let no Phyfician perform an Operation, 
make External Applications, or compound and 
furnifh Medicines, unlefs fuch a Perfon beve~ | 
— fted with the Powers of both Societies. T his | 
- would evite all Confufion, and keepevery one's 
Privileges diftind ; and all Pretences for con- ° 
founding of them will be taken away, ifevery 
‘Sick Perfon may have the Advice of a Phy- 
fician at an eafie Rate. For we know that the 
‘Exorbitancy of the Fees was always given as 
a Reafon why the Surgeons were under a. Ne- 
¢eflity to prefcribe; butthat it would be much 
better for them were it otherwite, "tis hoped i is 
is now made Cea | 


. Ty HE Fifth Propofition it. is nbédteth now to 
4 infitt on, for the “Advantages to the Country 
mpl | be yery ‘gicat,, ifthe poorer, as well as 
| .  gicheg 


She 7 tite 
gicher Inhabitants of it beall equally admitted 
to reap the Benefit of fo valuable an “Art as. 
“Medicine, By this Means the Populace, ‘by 
getting free Accefs to regular Phyficians, will 
have no longer their Bodies left at the Mercy 
of every ignorant Pretender to Phyfick, or be. 
glad to apply for Advice to every impertinent 
Quack, ‘becaufe his Fees are fuch as they are. 
able to afford ; to which Sort of Gentlemen, we’ 
fee they conftantly flock wherever they offer, 
and of which there has been a notable Inftance’ 
lately in this very Place. It can be prov’d, 
- that neither Peftilence, Famine, or Wat, ever 
‘have committed fuch Ravages to the Deftru- 
ton of Human Kind, as the unskilful Appli-’ 
cation of Medicine has. If fach wrong “Ape 
plications then, of a noble and ufeful Ait, can 
bein a great Meafure : prevented by our Scheme, 
were it not an egregious hiss Be to the World, | 


fe oe Jer 8 


v leciled » 


a 

“i FTE R 2 what has been faid upon this Sub- | 

7k, it may appear fomewhat ftrange, - that 

‘fuch-an important Affair has been {0 Tong ne-.. 

glected : And as it appears to be fomething of” 

Moment, {0 it were to be wifhed, that a pro~ 
eer Manes, of actually putting it cael 
ny 


5 
~ ie ‘e 
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, on, were fallen upon; becaufe the beft and 
moft profitable Defigns often prove abortive, 
on Account of the bad Management of the 
Undertakers: Ade hw Bt ea ek 
No doubt, fince there is a College of Phy= 
ficians, here, ereéted by Royal Authority, for 
the Improvement of Medicine, it is their 
proper Bufinefs to further this Propofa/; and. 
It were well if they did fo. But as Societies. 
feldom do much in the like Matters, on Ac- 
count that their Members are feldom all a-. 
greed in any one Point; and as this Project 
has been before them a long Time ago, ‘and. 
much, prefled by fome of the moft Noted. in 
the Society ; and as at that Time it met with — 
Difcouragement, (certainly, as appears by 
what is here advanced, without any good . 
Reafon) {0 in all Probability it wou’d do the 
fame again ;.and therefore fome fingle Perfon,. 
or a few, muft fet about it, otherwife fo good. 
a Defign muft for ever perifh. It is indeed a. 
bold Undertaking for any one Man, but what’ 
inevitable Neceflity feems to throw upon fome. 
Body. It may, here perhaps be asked, Does. 
any Man in, this Place, efpecially if he is not 
a very old,One,...think himfelf qualified as a. 
Phyfician ought to be, according to, the De- 
‘Acription given ofa True Phyfician above,: 
and that therefore he can be the Perfon to. 
undertake this Work? This may be paneer j 
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asking another tieltion s Pray, does atiy 
bE Man think ee qualified a’ for "pres 
feribing to Patients, in Quality of Doctor,” 
where the Life of his Neighbour is ‘fo’ nearly ’ 
concerned? Really any Perfon that is fuflici- 
ent for the one, may be fufficient for doing the. 
other, and can be capable of neither, without: 
a gteat deal of the Study above “{poken of," 
and Pra@ice for fome Tinie. And® Gadeed? | 
any Man’can as eafity know, whethét héhim-' 
felf has made corifiderable Progref§ in thé Do-» 
ctrine ‘of Hippocrates, as another can’ whe= 
ther he again underftands Fuchd.. And it is 
prefumied, that no Man of common Sefife’ will 
be refufed an Allowance to pafs a Judgment” 
upon himfelf, whether he PR iy ne laf’ 
mentioned. Author of not: | A 
“Tr this then 1s fo, fome Perfo or’ i ote? 
may, without incurring the Imputation of ex 
traordinary Vanity, take the Burden of this’ 
whole Affait upon him, and fet up with ‘as? 
good a Grace for being teady to ferve a great® 
many at a cheap Rate, as any other Man cart 
to fervea few at a dear one. And no doubt, 
but that if this Method’ were once followed 


‘the whole Benefit eas OF} io are %: ay is | 
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; THire is one “Advantage not yet ‘takeri 
Notice of, which is, That if fome cértain Per- 
fons were "the Undertakérs, the young Stu- 
dents of Medicine might reap a great deal of 
Good by it 

TuEReE has of late been taught Here, and 
with fomé confiderable Succefs, at the Surge- 
ous Hall, the whole Art of Medicine, in a 
Syftematical Way ; in which Courfe, with 
all imaginable Care of the Performers, nothing: 
has been omitted which to them feem’d nes 
ceflary,. either to demonftrate the Theory, 
or , illuftrate and explain regular Praétice 
as drawn from certain Experience and un- 
queftionably juft Obférvations. This . they 
have done, with all due Regard to the great 
Names of théfe who have furnifhed the World 
‘with a vaft Treafure of praétical Obfervati- 
ons, and of thofe whofe great Induftry and 
accurate Genius’s, havé confirmed and impro= 
ved the Theory by many valuable Difcove- 
ties; and with no lefs Defétence to the 
Great Perfon who, from vaft’ Volumes, has 
collected all relating to the one or the other, 
into fuch an exact Order,'and intofuch Bounds, 
that what concerns either of them can be ex= 
gen in the Courfé ofa Seven or Eight 

onths College ; -which Task they own them 
felves unable to have performed, Bop the 
ce of fo a ‘a, Matter. Bey ot 


0 ee 

_ Tw y hope that they are of Service in 
feverai Refpedts to their Country. Firff, The 
‘Money which, it was formerly neceflary. for 
Phyficians to beftow oria- foreign Education, 
may be kept at home. Next, A great many 
who had:-not Ability to go abroad to pur- 
chafe Learning, are now taught in their own 
Country, which puts them toa fmall Ex- 
pence; and by this Meansa great many ac= 
quire a juit Notion of a regular Praétice, who 
otherwife. would perhaps never have heard of 
it; and yet,may be, would have play’d the 
‘Doctor with as great Affurance as they fhall 
do now ; but under what Difadvantages it is 
eafy to tell.. Betides, the extraordinary Pains 
that thofe Gentlemen have been at, in teaching 
in Englifh as well as in Latin, and in infifting 
_ fo minutely on every Particular, as to be un- — 
derftood by thofe of any Capacity, will have 
this good. Effect, that many who perhaps 
‘wanted the previous neceflary Learning fit 
to accomplifh one for ftudying Phyfick, altho’ . 
they cannot, poffibly reap the fame Benefit 
from the Courfe, as others well educated — 
-will ; yet they will always carry away a great — 
deal, and fo be much better fitted than they — 
could have been without it, to ferve either in 
the Army, or the Navy, where Medicine, as — 
often as Surgery, is their Bufinefs; altho’ 2 
Aufficient Knowledge of the laft@s abfolutely 

: g — neceflary - 
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neceflary for. them, and the Whole. of j it, to. 
wit of Surgery, is fully explain’d as Part of 
the Courfe. The hearing of it then, ‘will make 
‘any of them, at leaft, much fooner good Surt- 
ons, than they can be without it. And as 
Fdinbure } furnifhes a great many Surgeons 
~ to all the S Britih Dominions, it is with Plea- 
fure that thefe Gentlemen believe, if they meet 
with fuitable Encouragement, they fhall i 
, many a ‘Subject to the Nation. 
_ To retuin, after this Digreflion, to our 
Point: If thofe Gentlemen, or any of them, 
would undertake to give Advice, at the Rate 
of Half a Crown a Vifit to any Patient with- 
in the Ports of Edinburgh, or the Canongate ; 
and for a Shilling to every Perfon, who at 
certain Hours fhould confult them at Home ; 
and Gratis to every extremely indigent Perfon 
who fhould come to them: By this Means the 
_ Students could fee a great Deal of Practice, and 
have the Pleafure of obferving, that what was 
taught them in the College, was before their 
Eyes verify’din Fa@. Their Mafter might take 
one or more of them, at a Time, to fuch Pa- 
tients as he fhould think proper; but efpecial- 
ly, he could thake them Witneffes of his Pra- 
_’@ice at Home, which ’tis believ’d (all will a- 
gree) would be a great Advantage to them; 
and therefore it is Needlefs to infift on it. But 
what is their Advantage’ comes in Time to 
rage 2 | | ‘be, 
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be the Advantage of. the Publick. Now. ¢ 
any of the Perfons jude mention a, ‘do under- a 
take what we propofe, ’tis hoped, That their. 
daily imployment of Téaching, puts them a- 
_ bove the Sufpicion of being very ignorant ; 
and therefore the good Work may fucceed i In 
their Hands, as well.as in that ‘of any One 
whofoever. And then the two Obitacles that 
were propofed in the Beginning, as the Hin- 
drances of the Advantages arifing from the — 
medical Art, that is, The Ignorance of fome 
Pradtifers, and the Difficulty of confulting the 
Beft on Account of their Fees, will both be al- 
moft wholly removed, when the whole Science 
is to be learned in our own Country, and’ there- 
fore every Man made inexcufable who learns it. 
not, and: yet defigns to practife it;.ands then 
thofe’ who have learned if, to be advifed with — 
at {uch a Rate as eyery Patient can afford. - 
Is it then Fa, That the Method of pra- 
ctifing Medicine at ‘prefent, is ubject to ma- 
ny Inconveniencies, which’ affect moft Part of 
the Faculty, and the whole Lieges in gene- 
ral, except a very few? By the whole Tenor 
of the Premiffes is it demonftrated, That what 
is here ‘propofed would be an effectual Reme- 
dy, whereby they might’ all’ be Zemov’d? Is 
the only Way left to bring fuch a ‘Remedy. a 
bout, pointed out; that 1s, That it muft be 
| attempted by a fingle. et or be a and 
An 


om tH) 
are are there fuch Perfons, who think they 
aye a Probability of fucceeding in it? Are — 
all thefe Things fo, and nothing. to ftand in 
the Way of fo good a Defign, but the Malice 


or Envy of fome People of little Souls, and 
_ mean Capacities?’ TH EN let the Thing be in- 
ftantly gone about. It is reafonable ‘in it felf, 
and the prefent Circumftances of our Coun-, 
try, where there ts fuch an extreme. Scarcity 
of Money, neceffarily require it, were there 
nothing elfe in the Matter. The more Dist 
the Ignorant or Malicious endeavour to throw _ 
upon the Undertaker of a good Work, the 
more Honour to him, who can contemn- 
_ Things of {9 much Infignificancy, and goon 
to do well; and the more Ignominy and Dif- 
grace to his Oppofers, in the Eyes of all the 


_ knowing and candid World. The Author of = 


this Paper is very well apprifed of the com- 
mon Methods of running down any Thing, 
however juft, if a Perfon fhall pleafe, whoie 
alent lies that Way, He, and. every Body 
elfe, is aware of the Backbiting Tittle-tat- 
tle, the impertinent Sneer to infinuate a Slan- 
‘der, and all the little jirking villanous Arts 
of Detra¢tion and Defamation, and: of ‘the 
wrong Conftructions that may be put upon. 
every Thing. © He owns frankly, That if any 
of this Sort of Artillery be brought againit 
him, he heartily. defpifes it, If any a 
ee he ee 
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‘ble Argument be brought againft what is pros 
—pofed, he is willing to hear it; and if it be 


a good one, to be convinced by i it. 


In the mean ‘Time he thinks, after what 
is faid, it is proper to let the Publick’ know, 


-/That there ts a Defiga, by fome of the 


Faculty of Medicine, as well in Edinburgh, 
as in fome of the other Royal Burghs in 


’ Scotland, actually to Practife in the propo- 


fed Way, ( that IS 5 for a fmall Fee each 
Confultation ) and it is hoped, That fo lau- 
dable an Undertaking will meet with all due 
Encouragement, The Particulars of the- Per- 
fons Names, and the Fees they are to. take, 
will afterwards be declared, All others are 
heartily invited to come into thé fame Way 
of-doing, making fuch Alterations in “their 
Method of following out the Scheme, as thall 
beft fit their Conveniency, and the Circum, 
dtances of the Place they live in. 


THIs {mall ESSAY ts humbly fubmit 


ted to the Judgment of the candid Wosld; 

and the Author is perfwaded, That whether 
his Propofal fucceed at prefent, or not, that 
there are fome Confiderations which feem plait 
Jy to evince, That fooner or later it muft ne- 
ceffarily take in this Country ; ; and then it will 
-be. fufficient Honour for him, to have been 
the. firft Mover i in fuch an important Ave 4 
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